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HUD announces regional administrator for the southeast region 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Scott Turner announced 
the appointment of Denise Cleveland-Leggett as the Regional Administrator for the Southeast 
Region (Region IV). "I am honored to welcome Denise Cleveland-Leggett back to HUD;' said Sec­
retary Turner, "As a real estate and housing policy expert, Denise has deep experience in both the 
nonprofit and private sectors. She will be an immense asset to our team, and I look forward to work­
ing with her to accomplish great things for Americans across the Southeast:' 

Cleveland-Leggett previously served as Southeast regional administrator during the firstTrump 
administration. Before returning to HUD, she served as president and CEO of Leggett Ventures 
Consulting, advancing the largest mixed-use opportunity zones development project in the nation. 
Before her 2017 appointment, Cleveland-Leggett was a prominent corporate attorney in Atlanta, 
representing major healthcare clients in transactional and regulatory matters. She proudly holds a 
bachelor of arts from Oakwood University, a juris doctor from Boston University School of Law, and 
a senior managers in government certification from Harvard Kennedy School. 

"I'm honored to be reappointed as regional administrator for region four by Secretary Turner;' said 
Regional Administrator Denise Cleveland-Leggett, "The people of this great region have incredible 
resilience in the face of natural disasters and great appreciation for HU D's commitment to support affordable housing and localized 
solutions to address homelessness. I will continue to collaborate with our constituents and private partners to achieve HU D's mission:' 

As regional administrator for the Southeast region, Cleveland-Leggett will lead field operations across Region IV, serving Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. In this role, 
she will support Secretary Turner in expanding access to affordable housing, promoting community revitalization, and unlocking 
homeownership opportunities for Americans in rural, tribal, and urban communities. 

Recap of NAH RO's spring conference in Washington, D.C. 
During the morning of our second day, we honored our 

legislators of the year, presented NAHRO's Advocate of 
the Year award to the Virginia Association of Housing and 
Community Development Officials, presented 20 Awards 
of Excellence, and held a discussion on housing and com­
munity development in uncertain times with NAHRO 
President George Guy, PHADA President Mark Gillett, 
CLPHA President Jeffrey Patterson, and MTW Collective 
Senior VP Maria Razo. We also had the honor of singing 
Happy Birthday to our "What Home Means to Me" calen­
dar grand prize winner Adriana! 

Day two included two sets of packed sessions on topics such as working with youth, preparing housing agencies for immigration 
and customs enforcement visits, housing as a human right, a Rental Assistance Demonstration overview, preparing for NAHRO's Hill 
Day, a homelessness panel discussion and cybersecurity for housing authorities. 

We closed out a full day with our plenary afternoon session, where President Guy discussed advocacy strategies and successes 
with Bobby Collins, Robert Greathree, Marsha Parham-Green, Chonda Tapley and Michael Wong. Former NAHRO President Sunny 
Shaw spoke with presidential candidate Sean Gilbert and Senior Vice-presidential candidate Ivory Mathews. 

Day three of the conference featured our annual "Day on the Hill"when all our advocates head to Capitol Hill to raise their voices 
for housing and community development! On day 3, we all head to Capitol Hill and raise their voices for housing and community 
development! 
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Laurel residents on the road to homeownership 
Written by Laurel Housing Authority staff. 

WINDSOR COURT 

Kizzie Strickland has been a resident of Windsor Court for 
three years and ten months. She has always believed that this 
was a temporary housing situation for her until she could get her­
self in a better financial position to purchase a home. She added 
her life partner to her lease about a year ago, and her income 
caused the rent to be increased significantly. At that moment, 
they began to seriously work toward purchasing a home because 
they felt the amount was too much to pay to live in public hous­
ing. They reached out to ROSS Coordinator La Tonya Watson, and 
told her their plan. Watson started working with them to ensure 
their credit was good and that they were in a good position to 
purchase a home. She advised them on programs that were avail­
able for homeownership such as first-time homebuyers and grant 
funding that might be available through different resources and 
banks. In January, Watkins held a homebuyer event at the site and 

representative Jennifer Sum­
rall from Hope Credit spoke to 
the residents. Watkins made 
sure to inform residents she 
knew who needed to hear 
this important information. 
Since January, the residents 
have been diligently working 
toward purchasing a home. 
The home buyer process is 
very tedious but they have 
been consistently working 
through the process. It was 
tough and discouraging at times but their diligence and com­
mitment finally got them to the point of closing on a home. 
Congrats to these residents for not giving up on their dream of 
home owneship. 

TATRA KEYES GAINS CERTIFICATION KEMORA GARDNER RECEIVES 
MAHRO SCHOLARSHIP 

Written by Laurel Housing Authority staff. 

BEACON HOMES 
Tatra Keyes, a resident of Beacon Homes, is 

working to gain more knowledge and improve 
herself. Keyes, who moved into the Laurel Hous­
ing Authority in 2024, told her R.O.5.S. Coordina­
tor that self- sufficiency is her goal. She enrolled 
in a medical training class and has successful ly 
completed the training. "I wanted to try some­
thing new;' Keyes said, "I wanted to make a career 
change:' 

Keyes started working at Mill-creek in Magee as 
a behavior health assistant in October 2023. She 
said this new training would allow her to branch 
out and start a new career. Keyes, a mother of one 

OS os_ 

daugh-ter, fulfilled all the necessary course work and training requirements set by 
All Things Medical Training for medical assistant/phlebotomy. 

"I thank God for giving me the strength to be able to achieve this;' Keyes said, "I 
couldn't do this without Him:' Keyes said completing the training is her motivation. 
"I felt good just knowing that I completed the course-work;' she said, "This training 
allowed me to learn a new skill and to be able to do something different with my 
life:' Keyes next step is the state test to obtain her license. 

Homeownership can become a reality 

Kemora Gardner, 
a resident of Laurel 
Housing Authority, is a 
recipient of the annual 
MAHRO scholarship. 
An invitation has been 
extended to Miss Gard­
ner and her mother to 
attend the Mississippi 
Association of Hous­
ing and Redevelop­
ment Officials Annual 
Breakfast in Biloxi, MS 
at the Beau Rivage on 
August 22nd. 

Kemora has been accepted to attend Southern Univer­
sity in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, where she plans to become 
a member of the school's marching band, dubbed "The 
Human Jukebox." We offer our congratulations to Kemora 
and wish her all the best as she pursues her degree. 

Residents who have thought about homeownership or who 
,-----------

need to improve his/her credit found help during the Laurel 
Housing Authority's third annual homeowners event held in 
June. 

June was National Homeownership Month and the Laurel 
Housing Authority partnered with the Jackson Field Office 
of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) to host its annual community homeownership event. 

The theme for this year's event was "Opening doors: advanc­
ing the American dream in Laurel." Realtors and representa­
tives from financial institutions from throughout the area par­
ticipated in this community event. Organizers said the event is 
designed to present homeownership programs to residents. 

The Jackson HUD Office representatives were on hand at 
the event to discuss homeownership, and representatives of 
financial institutions provided information about credit, loans 
and other things people need to know about the homeowner­
ship process. 

Mayor Johnny Magee, Ai/rick Young, Eloria James, HUD reps.-Courtney Lyles, Felicia 
Jackson, Adrenace Williams, Morgan 
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Staff recognized at "The Works Sweatshop" training 

Members of the Starkville Housing Author­
ity Staff were recognized for their participa­
tion and team building at the MAHRO's first" 
The Works-Housing Sweatshop"training. The 
sweatshop focused on team-building skills 
to help strengthen the bonds among team 
members so that staff members can work 
effectively as a cohesive unit. Participants 
completed personality trait assessments and 
worked in groups to complete a variety of 
team-building challenges. 

ONGRATULATIONS!! 

_w_ e_ic_o_m_ e_ to_ t_h_e_f_a_m_il_y_! __ l !..•~ 

ABOVE: Pictured from left to right are Leo Rice, maintenance 
supervisor; Gayle Glenn, bookkeeper; Greg Grayer, mainte­
nance aide; Jeremy Lee, maintenance mechanic; Amy Jones­
Bishop, executive director and Sheyenne Spruell, occupancy 
specialist. 

11J1)ELO HOIISIN6 lltlTHfJRJT'/-

LEFT: Starkville Housing Authority resident Danyell Latham 
and her sons Robert and Cason will be leaving public housing 
soon. The Latham family will become homeowners through 
the Starkville Area Habitat for Humanity Program. Danyell 
grew up in public housing and has raised her sons in public 
housing since 2008. Danyell has participated in the housing 
authority's homeownership workshops, and after numerous 
attempts, she was selected as the next habitat homeowner 
for the Starkville, MS area. The Lathams are scheduled to be 
in their home by November. 

Revitalized program blooms at Tupelo Housing Authority 
It has been an exciting season of growth at the Tupelo Housing Authority. 

Community pride is blooming outdoors thanks to the new "Yard of the Month" 
initiative. This program recognizes residents who contribute .to the neighbor­
hood's curb appeal with their beautifully kept yards. Winners are honored with a 
special sign and a feature in the Tupelo Housing Authority's newsletter, inspiring 

others and celebrating their dedica­
tion. The Tupelo Housing Authority 
is proud to support its residents and 
cultivate a thriving community. 
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Place Your 
Business Message in 

The official publication of the 
Mississippi Association of Housing and change 

solutions 
Redevelopment Officials t~nsltions --~ 

............................................................ . 
••• DEADLINES: COSTS: 

Issue Reservation/ Artwork Deadline 
Summer/Fall 2025 July 26, 2025 

FOUR COLOR 
Full page $250 
1 /2 page $175 

Winter/Spring 2026 March 1, 2026 
·~, 4• • 1/4 page $150 . ............................................................ 
Mechanical Dimensions Width 

Full page 8.25" 
1/2 page 8" 
1/4 page 3.75" 

Heights 

10.5" 
5" 
5" 

**Questions: Contact Paula Robertson at 
pauladesigns22@gmail.com 

Yes, we want our business in The 
MAHRO Informer, the official publication of the 
Mississippi Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials. 
Reserve my space in the following issues[s): 

Issue Ad Size 

D Summer/Fall (2024) Size __ _ 

D Winter/Spring (2025) Size __ _ 

Contact Name: ______________ _ 

Company Name: _____________ _ 

Address: ________________ _ 

City/State/Zip: ______________ _ 

Phone: _________ Fax: ______ _ 

E-Mail: _________________ _ 

Artwork: Send camera-ready artwork, high resolution, 
preferably electronically in jpg or pdf format 

D To follow D Enclosed D Sent electronically 

D Pick up from _______ issue 

Email camera ready artwork, high resolution, preferably electronically, 
in jpg or pdf format to pauladesigns22@gmail.com 

Please send payment to: 
MAHRO, c/o Kaye Judson I P. 0. Box 1435 I West Point, MS 139773 

NOTE: In order to reserve your space in the Informer, PAYMENT along with a CAMERA-READY AD 
must be submitted with this form. 



Commissioners and MAH RO members gathered for a 
reception on the terrace to kick off the conference! 



Mississippi Association of Housing and Redevelopment Officials 

The MAH RO Informer is an official 
publication of the Mississippi 
Association of Housing and 
Redevelopment Officials. 

PLEASE SUBMIT ARTICLES TO: 
MAHRO Informer 

pauladesigns22@gmail.com 
Visit our website at: 

www.mahro.org 

CALENDAR.. OF 
£VENTS-202S 
September 28-30 
National Conference & Exhibition 
Phoenix Convention Center 
Phoenix, AZ 

November 2-4 
SERC-NAHRO Fall Workshop 
Hyatt Regency Greenville 
Greenville, SC 




